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BASALT MATERIAL OVERVIEW

Basalt is a natural volcanic stone formed when
molten lava cools rapidly at the earth’s
surface. This process creates a dense and fine
grained material known for its strength,
durability and consistent appearance.

Its formation results in a tightly compacted
structure, making basalt one of the hardest
and most resilient natural stones available. The
surface typically features subtle mineral
variation and fine texturing, giving the stone a
clean and modern look while still retaining its
natural character.

Basalt is commonly recognised for its darker
colour palette, ranging from charcoal to deep
grey tones, making it well suited to
contemporary landscape designs.

HOW BASALT COMPARES TO OTHER STONE

Basalt differs from sedimentary stones such as
limestone and travertine due to its volcanic
origin.

Unlike limestone and travertine, which form
over time through the compression of natural
materials, basalt forms through rapid cooling
of lava. This results in a much denser and less
porous material.

Compared to granite, basalt has a finer grain
and more uniform appearance, while still
offering comparable durability and strength.
This makes basalt a popular choice where a
consistent and modern finish is desired.

NATURAL FEATURES AND EXPECTATIONS

Basalt is a natural product and will display
variation in

• Colour and tone
 • Surface texture and density
 • Mineral markings and natural patterning
 • Occasional surface pits or lava markings
These characteristics are formed naturally
during the cooling process and are considered
a normal and desirable feature of the stone.

Variation between pieces is expected and
contributes to the overall authenticity of the
installation.

FINISHES AND SURFACE CHARACTER

Basalt is available in a range of finishes, each
influencing both appearance and
performance.

Flamed finishes create a lightly textured
surface that enhances slip resistance and
brings out the natural grain of the stone.
Honed finishes provide a smoother and more
refined appearance.

Other finishes such as sawn, brushed or split
surfaces can be used depending on the
desired aesthetic and application.

The selected finish will influence slip resistance,
maintenance requirements and overall visual
outcome.
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PERFORMANCE IN OUTDOOR
ENVIRONMENTS

Basalt performs exceptionally well in outdoor
applications due to its density and durability.

It offers strong resistance to weathering,
moisture absorption and temperature
variation, making it suitable for exposed
environments and high traffic areas.

Basalt is commonly used for pathways, patios,
courtyards, steppers and architectural
landscaping features where strength and
longevity are required.

When installed correctly, basalt provides
reliable long term performance with minimal
wear.

MAINTENANCE AND CARE
CONSIDERATIONS

To maintain the appearance and performance
of basalt

• Sealing is recommended to assist with stain
resistance
 • Clean regularly using pH neutral cleaning
products
 • Avoid harsh or acidic cleaners that may
affect the surface
 • Resealing may be required over time
depending on usage and exposure

Basalt is generally low maintenance, however
proper care will help preserve its appearance
over time.

DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
CONSIDERATIONS

For best results during installation

• Blend tiles or pavers from multiple crates to
achieve a balanced appearance
 • Allow for natural variation between pieces
 • Install with appropriate grout joints
 • Inspect all material prior to installation

These steps will ensure a consistent and visually
balanced finished result.

NATURAL STONE DISCLAIMER

Due to the nature of natural stone, variations in
appearance, colour, texture, grain, shape, size
and markings are to be expected. No two
pavers or tiles will be identical — this natural
variation is what gives stone its unique beauty
and character.

It is recommended to blend tiles or pavers from
multiple crates prior to installation to ensure a
balanced and consistent overall appearance.

Products have an acceptable size tolerance of
up to ±2.5mm. For best results, pavers should
be arranged by thickness and installed with an
appropriate grout joint.

Minor chipping and natural markings are
considered acceptable characteristics of
natural stone. It is the responsibility of the
installer or purchaser to inspect all tiles or
pavers prior to laying. Claims will not be
accepted once products have been installed.

Excessive chipping, structural cracks, or
significant size variation may be eligible for
assessment and claim.

We strongly recommend sealing all pavers and
tiles after installation.
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The information contained within this document is intended as a general guide only and has been prepared based on current
knowledge and experience at the time of publication. While care has been taken in its preparation, Stone & Outdoor does not guarantee
the accuracy, completeness or suitability of the information provided and accepts no responsibility for any errors, omissions or
outcomes resulting from its use.

Stone & Outdoor and its suppliers reserve the right to update or amend product information, specifications and recommendations at
any time without notice.

It is the responsibility of the user to ensure that all products and installation methods are appropriate for their specific project and site
conditions prior to use. Stone & Outdoor will not be liable for any loss, damage or costs arising from the use of this information or the
products referenced within this document. All measurements, quantities and recommendations should be treated as indicative only
and may vary depending on application. This document remains the property of Stone & Outdoor and must not be reproduced, shared
or distributed without prior written consent.
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