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Understanding the Product

Pebbles and decorative stones are natural
landscape materials commonly used in
pathways, garden beds, water features,
drainage applications, courtyards, feature
zones and around stepping stones or
pavers.

Natural pebbles are formed through
natural weathering and water movement
over long periods of time, resulting in
smooth rounded surfaces and natural
variation in colour, shape and texture.

As a natural product, variation in colour,
size, tone and texture is to be expected.
These variations are a normal
characteristic of genuine natural stone
and contribute to the overall appearance
of the finished installation.

To achieve a balanced overall
appearance, pebbles should always be
blended from multiple bags or crates
during installation.

Pebbles may vary in size grading, shape
and colour depending on the selected
material and quarry source.

Pebbles are commonly supplied in either
16kg or 20kg bags depending on the
selected product and material type.

Snow White Pebble Care & Installation
Information

Snow White pebbles are a natural
tumbled white stone product primarily
composed of calcium carbonate.

The tumbling process softens the edges of
the stone and creates the smooth
rounded appearance commonly
associated with decorative white pebbles.

Due to the calcium carbonate
composition, Snow White pebbles are
partially absorbent and may be more
susceptible to staining, discolouration and
mineral absorption compared with darker
or denser stone types.

This is a natural characteristic of the
material.

To assist in maintaining their white
appearance, it is recommended that
Snow White pebbles are installed in
elevated positions with suitable drainage
where possible.

A protective plastic layer, weed mat or
suitable separation barrier is also
recommended between the pebbles and
surrounding soil to assist in reducing
staining and contamination.

Snow White pebbles should not be
installed directly over mulch.

Organic material, leaf litter, soil
contamination and stagnant water may
contribute to discolouration over time.

Regular maintenance and occasional
washing may assist in preserving the
appearance of white pebble installations.
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Before You Begin

All materials should be stored on stable
ground and protected from
contamination prior to installation.

The installation area should be assessed
to ensure the selected pebble size and
application method are suitable for the
intended use.

Drainage, water flow and surrounding soil
conditions should also be considered prior
to installation.

Surface Preparation

The installation area should be cleared of
vegetation, weeds, loose soil and organic
material prior to installation.

Ground surfaces should be compacted
and levelled where required.

Weed mat or geofabric installation is
strongly recommended beneath
decorative pebble installations to assist
with weed suppression and separation
from surrounding soil.

Suitable edging systems may also be
used to help contain pebbles and
maintain clean installation edges.

Drainage Considerations

Proper drainage should always be
incorporated into pebble installations.

Areas with poor drainage may contribute
to staining, organic build up or movement
of the pebbles over time.

Drainage layers or gravel bases may be
required depending on the selected
application and site conditions.

Pebble Installation Methods

Pebbles may be installed using several
methods depending on the intended
application.

Common installation methods include:

• Loose laid decorative ground cover
 • Garden bed applications
 • Pathway and courtyard surfacing
 • Drainage applications
 • Water feature surrounds
 • Stepping stone surrounds

Pebbles should be spread evenly across
the prepared surface to achieve a
balanced appearance and consistent
coverage depth.

Recommended Pebble Depths

Pebble depth requirements will vary
depending on the selected pebble size
and intended application.

As a general guide:

• Decorative ground cover applications
commonly utilise approximately 30–
50mm depth for smaller pebble sizes
 • Larger pebble sizes will require increased
installation depth to achieve proper
coverage
 • Pebles approximately 50–80mm in size
may require close to double the pebble
depth to minimise visible ground exposure
beneath the stones



 INSTALLATION GUIDE | PEBBLES & STONES

4

• Blending smaller pebble sizes with larger
decorative pebbles may also assist in
improving coverage and reducing visible
gaps between stones

Drainage applications may require
greater depths depending on site
conditions and water flow requirements.

Stepping Stone and Paver Surrounds

Pebbles are commonly used around
stepping stones, steppers and paving
installations to soften transitions and
create decorative contrast.

When installing around paving, finished
levels should be planned carefully to
minimise movement and maintain safe
walking surfaces.

Suitable edging or retaining systems may
be required to assist with keeping pebbles
contained around paved areas.

Weed Mat and Separation Layers

Weed mat or geofabric layers are strongly
recommended beneath pebble
installations to assist with:
• Weed suppression
 • Soil separation
 • Drainage management
 • Reducing contamination from
surrounding ground materials

Suitable overlap and fixing methods
should be used during installation to
minimise future movement of the fabric
layer.

Edge Restraints

Edge restraints assist in maintaining clean
edges and reducing movement of
pebbles into surrounding areas.

Suitable edge restraints may include:

• Aluminium edging
 • Steel edging
 • Concrete edging
 • Plastic landscape edging
 • Stone edging systems

Edge restraints are particularly important
in pathways, sloped areas and decorative
garden applications.

Cleaning and Maintenance

Pebble installations may require periodic
maintenance depending on the selected
material, environment and surrounding
landscape conditions.

Maintenance may include:

• Removing leaf litter and organic material
 • Washing pebbles where required
 • Topping up pebble levels over time
 • Removing weeds where necessary
 • Cleaning surrounding drainage areas

White pebble products may require more
regular maintenance to preserve their
appearance.
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Salt and Coastal Environments

Pebble installations located near coastal
environments may be exposed to
elevated salt levels, airborne
contaminants and moisture exposure.

Regular washing and maintenance may
assist in preserving the long term
appearance of the installation.

Landscape Lock Recommendation

Where additional pebble stability is
required, products such as Landscape
Lock may be used to assist in binding and
stabilising loose pebble surfaces.

Landscape Lock may assist in reducing
movement of pebbles in pathways,
sloped areas and decorative landscape
applications while still maintaining a
natural appearance.

Application suitability, coverage rates and
compatibility should always be confirmed
prior to use.

Testing in a small inconspicuous area is
recommended before full application.

Protection During Installation

Pebbles should be protected from
excessive contamination during
installation and surrounding landscaping
works.

Soil, mulch, cement residue, grout
contamination and construction materials
may affect the appearance of the finished
installation.

After Installation

Ongoing maintenance and occasional
cleaning will help preserve the
appearance and performance of pebble
installations.

Additional pebble top ups may be
required periodically depending on
movement, settlement and surrounding
site conditions.

Important Considerations

Natural pebble products are subject to
variation in size, colour, tone and texture.

Blending material from multiple bags or
crates is strongly recommended to
minimise visible variation throughout the
installation.

Natural weathering, tonal variation and
gradual surface changes are considered
normal characteristics of decorative stone
products.
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The information contained within this document is intended as a general guide only and has been prepared based on current
knowledge and experience at the time of publication. While care has been taken in its preparation, Stone & Outdoor does not guarantee
the accuracy, completeness or suitability of the information provided and accepts no responsibility for any errors, omissions or
outcomes resulting from its use.

Stone & Outdoor and its suppliers reserve the right to update or amend product information, specifications and recommendations at
any time without notice.

It is the responsibility of the user to ensure that all products and installation methods are appropriate for their specific project and site
conditions prior to use. Stone & Outdoor will not be liable for any loss, damage or costs arising from the use of this information or the
products referenced within this document. All measurements, quantities and recommendations should be treated as indicative only
and may vary depending on application. This document remains the property of Stone & Outdoor and must not be reproduced, shared
or distributed without prior written consent.
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